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Introducing Out with Purpose
For 35 years, our organization has grown and progressed but we have always kept the core 
mission at heart: to promote positive attitudes and advocate for full equality for the LGBTQIA2S+ 
community. As the community and our group have evolved, it has become increasingly important 
to focus on inclusivity to meet that mission. We have inadvertently left many of our community 
members out because of our inaction to address a large barrier to equality in our organization – 
our name. Our commitment to inclusivity means acknowledging how people see us - beginning 
with our name.

In 2024, The OPALGA+ Board of Directors decided to make the naming issue a priority and, 
through a Task Force, examined who we are as an organization, how our current name serves or 
does not serve our mission, and whether there was a better name to carry us into the next 
chapter of the organization’s history. 

Through engaging a marketing firm with a focus on branding, conducting surveys and focus 
groups with OPALGA+ members and the broader community, and discussions within our Board 
meetings, the Task Force determined it was in the best interest of the organization to find a new 
name that excluded no one and represented the organization’s mission and impact more clearly.

As a result of this process, the Task Force identified a name we feel represents not only who we 
are and have been all along, but who we want to be moving forward – Out with Purpose. 
This new name brings a fresh energy inspired by our organization’s values and history. We are 
out and proud members or allies of the LGBTQIA2S+ community who are engaged in activities 
that further our mission of promoting positivity and equality. Our organization is unique in that we 
have never been underground or hidden – we have always been out. Our founders and members 
have always made our presence known to help chart a path forward into a more accepting and 
inclusive world. 

The organization has also always existed for a cause greater than itself. Currently, we do great 
work through our scholarship fund. Historically, we have a track record of advocacy and civic 
engagement that made real change in our local community and beyond. Even our potlucks have 
great purpose – to create and foster community, to offer a safe space to be out and proud, and to 
come together across generations, identities, and experiences to learn from each other, to 
celebrate each other, and to uplift each other.

The Board of Directors unanimously approved the new name this fall and agreed to submit it to 
membership for a vote at the Annual Meeting in January 2025. We are happy to say the motion 
passed. As we move forward into a time where advocacy and representation will be ever more 
important, we hope you will continue to be proudly Out with Purpose.



Check Out Our Upcoming 
Events!

www.opalga.org/join-support/

● Mon Jan 13 at 7PM - Events Committee Kick-Off via Zoom
● Wed Jan 22 at 7PM - Gala Planning Kick-Off at Betty's Pizza, Oak Park
● Tue Jan 28 at 11AM - AgeOptions Thrive with Pride Online Cafe - Senior Living via Zoom *
● Mon Feb 3 at 6:30PM - Outing to Yum Thai, Forest Park *$
● Thu Feb 6 at 5PM - Out at Bobby's Happy Hour event at Bobby's Eastside, Forest Park
● Wed Feb 12 at 7PM - Gala Planning Committee recurring meeting via Zoom
● Wed Feb 12 at 7PM - Elmhurst Pride Collective Trivia Night at Tannins Wine Bar, Elmhurst *
● Mon Feb 17 at 7PM - Events Committee recurring Monday meeting via Zoom
● Fri Feb 14 at 6:30PM - Potluck at 639 Fair Oaks Ave., Oak Park 
● Sat Feb 22 at 10AM - Volunteer at Beyond Hunger, Oak Park *
● Tue Feb 25 at 6:30PM - Outing to Cucina Paradiso, Oak Park *$$
● Wed Feb 26 at 6PM - Elmhurst Pride Collective Book Club at Beer On the Wall, Elmhurst *
● Fri Mar 14 at 7PM - Potluck at TBD location
● Sat Mar 29 from 9AM-3PM - Blood Drive with Unity Temple Community Center, Oak Park *

                       *Events with asterisk = advance registration required; contact events@opalga.org for info.

Make sure 
we have 

your email 
for our 
monthly 

newsletter!

Thank You for Attending Our 2024 Events!
● January 2024

VOLUNTEER AT THE CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY
OPALGA+ ANNUAL MEETING AND BRUNCH
OPALGA+ STORYTELLING EVENT + SNACKS
RESTAURANT OUTING – ENCORE! BY LITTLE GEM

● February 2024
OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Riverside

● March 2024
OPALGA+ POTLUCK in River Forest
5 LESBIANS EATING A QUICHE
2024 GALA PLANNING KICK-OFF MEETING
OPALGA+ PUBLIC INDOOR ICE SKATING OUTING
OPALGA+ / UNITY TEMPLE BLOOD DRIVE

● April 2024
THRIVE WITH PRIDE INTERGENERATIONAL DINNER
VOLUNTEER: REPACKING AT THE FOOD DEPOSITORY
OPALGA+ POTLUCK in River Forest 
PLAYDATES FOR FAMILIES WITH KIDS
RESTAURANT OUTING - TACO MUCHO
BOWLING OUTING

● May 2024
TEEN FRIENDLY POTLUCK in Oak Park
OPALGA+ MEMBERS ARCHITECTURE TOUR
SAVE QUEER LIVES ON THE WEST SIDE
PLAYDATE FOR FAMILIES WITH KIDS
OPALGA+ OUTING TO CANDYCOPIA
MARCH IN RIVER FOREST MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
OPALGA+ QUEER FILM SYLVIA SCARLETT DISCUSSION

● June 2024
DONUT DAY AT FARMER’S MARKET
OPALGA+ PRIDE MONTH KICK OFF AT FITZGERALD’S
TABLE AT DAY IN OUR VILLAGE
RIVER FOREST PRIDE & INCLUSION WALK
OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Forest Park
OPALGA+ OUTING TO CUBS PRIDE GAME
THURSDAY NIGHT OUT IN THE BURBS TABLE
FOREST PARK PRIDE CELEBRATION

● July 2024
MARCH WITH OPALGA+ IN OAK PARK 4th JULY PARADE
OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Oak Park
OPALGA+ OUTING TO SEE ROMEO & JULIET
OPALGA+ FAMILY PICNIC AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL

● August 2024
VOLUNTEER WITH TOWNSHIP BACKPACK PROGRAM
OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Belmont-Cragin, Chicago
OAK PARK ART LEAGUE RECEPTION - QUEERING
VOLUNTEER WITH CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY
PLAYDATE FOR FAMILIES WITH KIDS

● September 2024
OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Oak Park
VOLUNTEER AT OAKTOBERFEST
PLAYDATE FOR FAMILIES WITH KIDS
RUSH UNIVERSITY OPALGA+ FOCUS GROUP
OPALGA+ BLOOD DRIVE WITH UNITY TEMPLE

● October 2024
SCHOLARSHIP GALA - EQUALITY FOR EVERYONE
PARTICIPATE IN OAK PARK TRUNK OR TREAT
OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Oak Park

● November 2024
OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Oak Park
WINTER WONDERLAND BENEFITING OPALGA+
PFLAG FRIENDSGIVING POTLUCK

● December 2024
TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES EVENT BENEFITING OPALGA+
OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Berwyn
VOLUNTEER at the Chicago Food Depository



Bryan Findlay Long-Term Commitment Award

Carol Zientek Distinguished Service Award

Carol Zientek Distinguished Service Award

Bob Personett served on the OPALGA+ Board 2017-2021 and again 
in 2023-2024. Even during his one year off the Board, he volunteered 
and participated in most of the OPALGA+ sponsored events. When 
provided the opportunity, he introduces himself to folks and provides 
them information about our organization by giving out OPALGA+ 
wristbands and our business cards. More recently, he’s co-led the 
sponsorship solicitations helping us raise hundreds of thousands of 
dollars for the scholarship fund. He retired a couple years ago after 
serving for 30 years as a local union steward and/or officer in his 
previous employment.  We are happy to present Bob with this award!

We are happy to present the Distinguished Service Award to 
Darien Marion-Burton. Darien is the Co-Chair of the Gala Committee 
for both 2024 and 2025. He has also volunteered to design many of 
the marketing pieces you receive.

When he’s not helping us with the Gala, he’s a champion of our 
organization at the OPRF Chamber of Commerce. He started the 
Chamber’s Pride events which prominently feature our organization 
and even made our organization the beneficiary of the Chamber Pride 
Bag sales. 

We are happy to present the Distinguished Service Award to Ryan 
Eikmeier. Ryan has made significant contributions to OPALGA+ in 
various capacities, and currently serves as a key member of the 
Scholarship Committee. 

Over the past year, through his expertise and countless volunteer 
hours, Ryan played a pivotal role in updating our Scholarship 
Application materials and scoring rubric. These enhancements not 
only improve the overall review process for the Scholarship 
Committee but will also provide clear, transparent guidelines for all 
scholarship applicants moving forward. 



Thanks for a Great 2024 Year



Thanks for a Great 2024 Year



The Scholarship Fund
The OPALGA+ Scholarship Fund provides financial support for the continuing education of 
LGTBQIA+ students and allies from Cook County, Illinois who have demonstrated service 
and advocacy to the LGTBQIA+ community and/or the larger community. Apply at: 
opalga.org/scholarship-application/. APPLICATIONS FOR 2025-’26 SCHOOL YEAR 
SCHOLARSHIPS ARE DUE BY MARCH 15, 2025. If you have any questions, please send 
an email to scholarship@opalga.org. 

OPALGA+ recognizes that young people in the LGTBQIA+ community face unique 
challenges in high school, college, and trade school programs. We are committed to 
providing support for the next generation of activists and leaders who are self-identified 
members and/or allies of the LGTBQIA+ community from Oak Park and surrounding areas. 
Since 2014, OPALGA+ has awarded over $220,000 in scholarships including $50,000 (the 
highest amount ever awarded in a single year) in 2024.

www.opalga.org/donate



2024 Financials Report

Thank You to All 

Our Sponsors and 

Donors!

Silver Sponsors

ANONYMOUS 
AgeOptions
Beyond Hunger
Cucina Paradiso
Edgebrook Community Church
Edward Jones: Dwight Atchley Financial 
Advisor
FastFrame Oak Park
Forest Park Bank
Happy Apple / Taco Mucho
Joe Langley, Coldwell Banker
Kettlestrings Restaurant Group
Lake Street Family Physicians
Oak Park Jewelers
One Lake Brewing
People Strategy Partners, LLC
PFLAG Oak Park
Play It Again Sports
Rework Office Furniture
Robert's Westside
Unity Temple UUC
Wintrust Bank

We raised over $60,000 this year for future 
scholarships. We recognized Donnie Biggins, owner 
of Robert’s Westside, and Taskforce Prevention and 
Community Services with our Founders Award.

2024 Scholarship Gala

www.opalga.org/donate


