
ANNUAL MEETING
JANUARY 5, 2025

In-Person in Forest Park
12 Noon Meeting
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● Welcome from 2024 Board Cas Scaman, Co-Chair
● 2024 In Review Cas Scaman, Co-Chair
● Financial Report Leah Textor, Treasurer
● Committee Reports John Becvar, Co-Chair
● Long-Term Award Presented to Bob Personett
● Service Commitment Award Presented to Darien Marion-Burton
● Service Commitment Award Presented to Ryan Eikmeier 
● Bylaw Changes              John Becvar, Co-Chair
● New Name Proposal Renaming Task Force
● 2025 Board Election Results Kelly Devlin, Nomination Co-Chair
● Announce Results of Voting Vicki Byard, Secretary
● Q&As 2025 Board Officers
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Annual Meeting Agenda
(12 Noon - 1PM)



● Co-Chairs John Becvar and Cas Scaman
● Officers Vicki Byard (Secretary) and Leah Textor (Treasurer)
● Board Members-at-Large

○ Steve Angus Erika Bachner       
○ Wendy Cole        Kelly Devlin
○ Jayne Furlong Dan Hanna
○ Bob Personett         Tim Silver                    

● Ex-officio past co-chair Rylan Martin

Welcome from the 2024 Board!

Special thanks for their 

service on the 2023-’24 

Board to:
Steve
Erika
Bob
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Vicki Byard - joined the OPALGA+ Board mid-year to fill a vacancy in the Secretary role.
● She’s currently retired, formerly a Professor of English and of Women's and Gender 

Studies at Northeastern Illinois University, 1991 - 2023.  
● She moved to Oak Park in August 2023 and immediately volunteered with the 

resettlement efforts of refugees who arrived in Oak Park in October 2023 including 
asking for donations of household items for refugees at an OPALGA+ potluck to fill her 
SUV. She’s a parent of two adopted Black children (now young adults), one of whom 
is transgender. 

● She has decades of experience serving on committees and task forces that do 
strategic planning. Highlights of her committee work at Northeastern Illinois University 
include serving as Chair of the Faculty Senate for two years and as Chair of the Task 
Force for Better Addressing the Needs of Women and LGBTQ+ Students. 

Meet Vicki - our Secretary!
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● Had 50+ (almost weekly) events throughout the year (Potlucks, Playdates, Outings to 
Restaurants, Theater, Bowling, Volunteering at Food Pantry and more!)

● Awarded the most scholarship dollars ever - $50K to ten scholars

● Had the greatest sponsorship dollars ever - +$35K in cash and prizes

● Became member of Forest Park Chamber (in addition to OPRF Chamber)

● Ended the year with the most cash on hand in our 35 year history - $190K

● More than doubled our communication reach in the last 3 years

What a Year, 2024!
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Financial 
Report
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Financial 
Appendix



● Committee co-chairs and committee members

● Potluck hosts

● Volunteers at OPALGA+ Events including Donut Day, A Day in our Village, the 
Scholarship Gala, and more.

● Walked in one of the two OPRF village parades

● Participants in advocacy, educational and community service activities

Committee Report: 
Let’s All Thank Our Volunteers
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● January
○ VOLUNTEER AT THE CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY
○ OPALGA+ ANNUAL MEETING AND BRUNCH
○ OPALGA+ STORYTELLING EVENT + SNACKS
○ RESTAURANT OUTING – ENCORE! BY LITTLE GEM

● February
○ OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Riverside

● March
○ OPALGA+ POTLUCK in River Forest
○ 5 LESBIANS EATING A QUICHE
○ 2024 GALA PLANNING KICK-OFF MEETING
○ OPALGA+ PUBLIC INDOOR ICE SKATING OUTING
○ OPALGA+ / UNITY TEMPLE BLOOD DRIVE

● April
○ THRIVE WITH PRIDE INTERGENERATIONAL DINNER
○ VOLUNTEER: REPACKING AT THE FOOD DEPOSITORY
○ OPALGA+ POTLUCK in River Forest 
○ PLAYDATES FOR FAMILIES WITH KIDS
○ RESTAURANT OUTING - TACO MUCHO
○ BOWLING OUTING

Committee Report: 
Events - First Half of the Year
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● May
○ TEEN FRIENDLY POTLUCK in Oak Park
○ OPALGA+ MEMBERS ARCHITECTURE TOUR
○ SAVE QUEER LIVES ON THE WEST SIDE
○ PLAYDATE FOR FAMILIES WITH KIDS
○ OPALGA+ OUTING TO CANDYCOPIA
○ MARCH IN RIVER FOREST MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
○ OPALGA+ QUEER FILM SYLVIA SCARLETT DISCUSSION

● June
○ DONUT DAY AT FARMER’S MARKET
○ OPALGA+ PRIDE MONTH KICK OFF AT FITZGERALD’S
○ TABLE AT DAY IN OUR VILLAGE
○ RIVER FOREST PRIDE & INCLUSION WALK
○ OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Forest Park
○ OPALGA+ OUTING TO CUBS PRIDE GAME
○ THURSDAY NIGHT OUT IN THE BURBS TABLE
○ FOREST PARK PRIDE CELEBRATION
○ PISCO4 PRIDE OPALGA+ BENEFIT



● July
○ MARCH WITH OPALGA+ IN OAK PARK 4th JULY PARADE
○ OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Oak Park
○ OPALGA+ OUTING TO SEE ROMEO & JULIET
○ OPALGA+ FAMILY PICNIC AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL

● August
○ VOLUNTEER WITH TOWNSHIP BACKPACK PROGRAM
○ OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Belmont-Cragin, Chicago
○ OAK PARK ART LEAGUE RECEPTION - QUEERING
○ VOLUNTEER WITH CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY
○ PLAYDATE FOR FAMILIES WITH KIDS

● September
○ OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Oak Park
○ VOLUNTEER AT OAKTOBERFEST
○ PLAYDATE FOR FAMILIES WITH KIDS
○ RUSH UNIVERSITY OPALGA+ FOCUS GROUP
○ OPALGA+ BLOOD DRIVE WITH UNITY TEMPLE

Committee Report: 
Events - Second Half of the Year
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● October
○ SCHOLARSHIP GALA - EQUALITY FOR EVERYONE
○ PARTICIPATE IN OAK PARK TRUNK OR TREAT
○ OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Oak Park

● November
○ OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Oak Park
○ WINTER WONDERLAND BENEFITING OPALGA+
○ PFLAG FRIENDSGIVING POTLUCK

● December
○ TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES EVENT BENEFITING OPALGA+
○ OPALGA+ POTLUCK in Berwyn
○ VOLUNTEER at the Chicago Food Depository



Communications Report:
More than doubled our communication 
reach in the last 3 years
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12/31/21 12/31/22 12/31/23 12/31/24 3 year growth

Paid Households 134 137 157 168 +34 / +25%

Permission Email 650 1031 1263 1527 +877 / +134%

USPS Mailing List 800 850 979 1339 +539 / +67%

FB Page Followers 1000 1321 1449 1570 +570 / +57%

Facebook Group 640 701 776 895 +255 / +40%

Instagram 0 0 0 189 +189 

Meetup 412 467 544 601 +189 / +46%

We also earned 

free coverage with:

● Oak Park 
-River Forest 

Living
● Wednesday 

Journal 

● WGN-TV



● Held October 19, 2024 at the Nineteenth Century Charitable Association (Oak Park)

● Presented OPALGA+ Founders Awards to Donnie Biggins and Taskforce Prevention and Community 
Service

● Tim Joyce, from WGN, returned as the Emcee 

● Many elected officials personally attended including State Rep Camille Lilly, Oak Park Village President 
Scaman, Oak Park Township Supervisor Tim Thomas and River Forest Township Supervisor John Becvar

● Had the most entertainment options ever - before, during and after the dinner

● Raised over $60,000 for the Scholarship Fund for 2026-’27 students

● Announced that the 2025 Gala will be held at Garfield Park Conservatory (Chicago) on Saturday, 
November 1, 2025

12

Scholarship Gala 2024
Equality for Everyone
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Scholarship Gala 2024
Satisfaction Survey Results



Scholarship Gala
Thank You to Our Sponsors and 
VIP Purchasers
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Silver Sponsors

ANONYMOUS 
AgeOptions
Beyond Hunger
Cucina Paradiso
Edgebrook Community Church
Edward Jones: Dwight Atchley Financial Advisor
FastFrame Oak Park
Forest Park Bank
Happy Apple / Taco Mucho
Joe Langley, Coldwell Banker
Kettlestrings Restaurant Group
Lake Street Family Physicians
Oak Park Jewelers
One Lake Brewing
People Strategy Partners, LLC
PFLAG Oak Park
Play It Again Sports
Rework Office Furniture
Robert's Westside
Unity Temple UUC
Wintrust Bank

Auction/Raffle Sponsors

Al's Grill
Anfora
Belmonte's Flowers
Candycopia
Careful Peach Boutique
Centre Physical Therapy
Classic Cinemas Oak Park
Dark Matter Coffee
Driven Wellness
Estate of Susan Anderson
Fat Duck Tavern & Grill
John Becvar
Kathleen Weinstein Photography
Mathnasium
Maya del Sol
Michael Elder LMT
NPR
Oak Park Festival Theater
Oak Park Natural Pet & Fish
Rick Whitehead

Sugarbeet Food Coop
The Great Frame Up
The Little Gem Café
The Pile Bookstore
The Tennis and Fitness Centre
Victory Italian
Westgate Flowers
YogaSix Oak Park
Yum Thai



● 2024 and 2025 Scholarship Co-Chairs: Kelly Devlin and James Wallace
○ Scholarship@opalga.org

● Happy to report we’ve awarded $220,000 since the inception including $50,000 in 2024
○ We’ve already raised over $125,000 for future scholarships

● Plan to award up to twelve $5,000 scholarships = $60,000 (the most dollars ever)!
○ To both high school seniors and returning scholars from 2024 recipients
○ Scholarships awarded directly to the institution on behalf of the recipient

● Scholarship application deadline for 2025 is March 15, 2025
○ Apply at: opalga.org/scholarship-application/ 
○ Need everyone’s help in spreading the word to high school seniors to apply!

● Donate at any time at: https://opalga.org/donate/ 

Scholarship Report
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2024 Scholars:
Let’s Meet Them
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● Archer Bart (he/him) from Willow Springs, Lyons Township High School, attending Columbia College Chicago 
● Emma Costello-Wollwage (she/her) from Oak Park, Oak Park-River Forest High School, attending University 

of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
● Emily Gonzalez (she/her) from Chicago, Pritzker College Prep, returning scholar attending Dominican 

University
● Sean Groh (he/him) from Chicago, Lane Tech College Prep, attending Drake University
● Sherlyn Herrera (they/them) from Chicago, Steinmetz College Prep High School, attending Loyola University 

Chicago
● Jude Kennedy (he/him) from Oak Park, Oak Park-River Forest High School, attending Boston University
● Aspyn Lawrence (they/she) from LaGrange, Lyons Township High School, attending Loyola University 
● Delaney McHugh (they/he) from Chicago, Whitney M Young Magnet High School, attending University of 

Wisconsin Eau Claire 
● Kennedy Smith (she/they) from Chicago, Lindblom Math & Science Academy, attending University of 

Wisconsin Madison
● Taylor Montes-Williams (she/her) from Oak Park, Oak Park-River Forest High School, returning scholar 

attending the University of New Mexico

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mr8nOyySbq4 



We are happy to present this award to Bob Personett. Bob served on 
the OPALGA+ Board 2017-2021 and again in 2023-2024. He recently 
decided to take a break for 2025 and we are happy to present him with 
this award.

Even during his one year off the Board, he volunteered and 
participated in most of the OPALGA+ sponsored events. When 
provided the opportunity, he introduces himself to folks and provides 
them information about our organization by giving out OPALGA+ 
wristbands and our business cards. More recently, he’s co-led the 
sponsorship solicitations helping us raise hundreds of thousands of 
dollars for the scholarship fund. He retired a couple years ago after 
serving for 30 years as a local union steward and/or officer in my 
previous employment.  

Long-Term Service Award
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We are happy to present the Distinguished Service Award to 
Darien Marion-Burton. Darien is the Co-Chair of the Gala Committee 
for both 2024 and 2025. He has also volunteered to design many of 
the marketing pieces you receive.

When he’s not helping us with the Gala, he’s a champion of our 
organization at the OPRF Chamber of Commerce. He started the 
Chamber’s Pride events which prominently feature our organization 
and even made our organization the beneficiary of the Chamber Pride 
Bag sales. 

Distinguished Service Award
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We are happy to present the Distinguished Service Award to Ryan 
Eikmeier. Ryan has made significant contributions to OPALGA+ in 
various capacities, and currently serves as a key member of the 
Scholarship Committee. 

Over the past year, through his expertise and countless volunteer hours, 
Ryan played a pivotal role in updating our Scholarship Application 
materials and scoring rubric. These enhancements not only improve the 
overall review process for the Scholarship Committee but will also 
provide clear, transparent guidelines for all scholarship applicants 
moving forward. 

Distinguished Service Award
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Membership
Becoming a paid “Member in Good Standing”
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Committee Co-chairs - Dan Hanna and Bob Personett 

Staffed tables at over 10 events including the Oak Park Pride Picnic, Forest Park Pridefest, River 
Forest Pride and Inclusion Walk, Andrew Sa concert at Fitzgerald's, A Day in Our Village and 
multiple potlucks

● Created QR code signs to be used at all events 
● Increased awareness that we are a “membership” organization 

 
For 2025, the Board approved a simplified membership fee condensing from three options to one 

● Was $50 per couple, family or organization; $30 per individual and $20 for full-time student 
● Now membership is $30 per adult.



Membership
Most people who interact with us and attend our events 
(including the Gala) are not “Members in Good Standing”
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Facebook Group: 895 people Facebook Page: 1565 people



How Member Voting Works
Consistent with the 2013 and 2023 bylaws and the 
proposed 2025 bylaws
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● MEMBERSHIP DUES: Membership dues shall be set and re-evaluated annually by the 
Board of Directors. Dues are paid annually in conjunction with the membership year. 

○ (CURRENT) Dues paid after July 1 are valid until December 31st of the following 
year.

● MEMBERSHIP YEAR: The membership year of the Organization shall extend from 
January 1 to December 31 of each year

● VOTING RIGHTS:  Only Members in Good Standing shall be entitled to one vote for the 
following matters: (i) Board of Director positions, (ii) Board Officer positions and (iii) 
ratification and/or amendments to the Organization’s ByLaws. 



Current Bylaws on Amending Bylaws
Consistent with the 2023 bylaws and the proposed 
bylaws
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10.1 Proposed amendments to the By-Laws shall be reviewed and approved by a three 
quarters (3/4) majority of the Board of Directors prior to submission to the Members in 
Good Standing for ratification.

 
10.2 Amendments approved by the Board of Directors shall be submitted to the
membership in good standing at least one (1) month prior to a vote. 

10.3     Voting on amendments may take place at the annual meeting, a special meeting, 
or without a meeting in writing by mail, e-mail, or any other electronic means. 

10.4    Proposed amendments shall be adopted by receiving a majority of the votes cast, 
provided that the total number of votes represents a quorum of the membership.  



Proposed Bylaw Changes Explained
Six Main Changes Unanimously Approved by the Board 
for your Consideration

● THE BYLAW CHANGE IS SEPARATE FROM THE NAME CHANGE
● ONE COULD PASS WITHOUT THE OTHER 
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1. With the growth of the scholarship fund and annual gala, we felt it was important to incorporate these areas, 
and their funding, into the bylaws specifically - neither topic is mentioned in the current bylaws;

2. We addressed diversity and inclusion terminology throughout - in stating we support LGBTQIA2S+ to include 
but is not limited to: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Transexual, Queer, Questioning, Intersex, Ally, 
Asexual, Aromantic, Agender, Two-spirit, Non-Binary, Genderfluid and Pansexual and that we will not require 
gender roles in defining our organization or committee co-chairs;

3. Added a spot for the new name should it be approved at the Jan 5th Annual Meeting and updated, with the 
help of a non-profit attorney, language throughout to match Illinois General Not for Profit Corporation Act;

4. Set additional requirements for Board member meeting attendance that missing three consecutive Board 
meetings without communication is grounds for removal from the Board;

5. Established a way to approve things outside of Board meetings with 2/3 of the Board written approval; and
6. Enhanced controls and authorizations for our spending by requiring Board approval for unbudgeted 

expenses over $250 (was $500) and adding two signatures on checks over $2500 (was $5000).



Proposed Renaming 
History
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● Formed in 1989 as “Oak Park Lesbian and Gay Association“ (OPLGA)
● Renamed in 1994 to “Oak Park Area Lesbian and Gay Association” (OPALGA)
● Modified name in 2019 to add “Plus” at the end “OPALGA+” but did not register new name or change the URL so 

“plus” does not appear in our email address, website address, government documents, etc.
● Even with the addition of the “Plus”, community members continued to bring attention to various issues with the 

organization’s name

In 2024
● Kicked off the project in January with a budget and a request for proposal from various branding agencies
● In March, the Board selected “Famous Victory” to help guide us through the process
● In April, we sent out a survey to our entire database and posted on social media that we were looking for feedback
● In May, Famous Victory conducted a second round of interviews with the Board
● In June, Famous Victory concluded their statement of work by recommending several name options to the Board 

and Committee Co-Chairs
● In July, the Board formed a Task Force to thoroughly explore the need for renaming and options
● In October, the Task Force sent out a second survey to our entire database to ask them to submit potential names
● In October, the Task Force conducted two additional focus groups
● In November, the Board unanimously recommended moving forward to submit the new name to our Membership



Reasons to Change the Name
OPALGA+
https://opalga.org/2024-2025-rebranding-project/ 
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● 2024 Survey results show there is a disconnect in perceptions of the organization between those 65 or 
older compared to those younger than 65 

● Survey and focus groups show people who don’t self-identify as “Gay” in our community don’t feel 
included or represented in our organization to the same degree

● There are multiple pronunciations and strangers do not know how to pronounce the name or what the 
acronym stands for 

● A “Plus” at the end does not put everyone on the same level
○ There are more than a dozen ways to describe our community with more being added everyday 

with “Lesbian and Gay” not covering the full spectrum
○ Plus is not the URL, email address or legally registered name
○ Plus is not often said when saying the organization name out loud

● People outside of Oak Park have expressed concern about joining an “Oak Park” group especially as we 
do more and more outside of Oak Park.

● The word “Association” does not represent the organization’s diverse and vibrant activities



Out with Purpose
Unanimously approved by the Board
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● This new name brings a fresh energy inspired by our organization’s values and history. Our organization 
is filled with out and proud members or allies of the LGBTQIA2S+ community who are engaged in 
activities that further our mission of promoting positivity and equality. Our organization is unique in that 
we have never been underground or hidden - we have always been out. Our founders and members 
have always made our presence known to help chart a path forward into a more accepting and inclusive 
world. 

● Our organization has also always existed for a cause greater than itself - our purpose. Historically, we 
have a track record of advocacy and civic engagement that made real change in our local community 
and beyond. Currently, we do great work through our scholarship fund having awarded nearly a quarter 
of a million dollars in scholarships. Even our social events and potlucks have great purpose - to create 
and foster community, to offer a safe space to be out and proud, and to come together across 
generations, identities, and experiences to learn from each other, to celebrate each other, and to uplift 
each other.

● As we move into a time where advocacy and representation will be ever more important, we hope you 
will consider this potential name option for the continuation and evolution of our organization’s legacy. 



● Two questions on your personalized ballot 

○ Bylaw Changes (Restated Bylaws)

■ Are you in favor of the Bylaw changes?

○ Name Change to “Out with Purpose”

■ Are you in favor of the new name “Out with Purpose”?

● Yes / No / Abstain on each

● Turn in your ballot to Vicki or Leah in the next 5 minutes so we can count 
them and let you know the results by the end of the meeting

SUBMIT YOUR VOTE NOW
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● Co-Chairs John Becvar and Cas Scaman
● Officers Vicki Byard (Secretary) and Leah Textor (Treasurer)
● Board Members-at-Large

○ Wendy Cole
○ Kelly Devlin           
○ Jayne Furlong
○ Dan Hanna
○ Rylan Martin
○ Tim Thomas
○ Mary Kate Hageman              
○ Tim Silver

Introducing the 2025 Board!

Welcome to:
Mary Kate Hageman

Rylan Martin

Tim Thomas
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● Mary Kate Hageman - I currently work as a grant manager at an historically Hispanic-serving college. 
In my previous work as a sexual assault advocate manager, I worked with several trans survivors. I'm 
SAFE-Zone trained to foster LGBTQIA+ inclusive group spaces, which I think will translate effectively 
into being a welcoming, relationship-building leader who is prepared to incorporate diverse 
perspectives onto the board and the organization at large.

● Rylan Martin - As a former co-chair, I have been active in OPALGA+, and have volunteered for events 
such as A Day In Our Village. I have a desire to volunteer and I think OPALGA+ does important work. 
Further, as an attorney, while I would not be representing the organization, I have unique skills that I 
think could be useful, such as research and writing. 

● Tim Thomas -  I live my life openly and in color for all to see.  I've never been shy about 
acknowledging my sexuality/ reality. I also try to hold a welcoming space in my classroom for the Trans 
students in my Auto shop class. Since becoming an educator, I've tried to be for my LBGTQIA+ 
students the type of teachers I wish I had in school. I've served on the Westside NAACP executive 
board, Americans for Democratic Action executive board, Working Class Action Fund board secretary 
and am currently the Oak Park Township Supervisor.

Meet the new Board Members!
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Join Our 2025 Committees
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COMMITTEE WHAT THEY DO CO-CHAIRS For More Info

Events Plans and organizes 40+ events - Potlucks, 
Playdates, Restaurant Outings, Sporting Events, 
Volunteering and More

Katie & John events@opalga.org

Gala Planning Plans the November 1st Annual Gala at Garfield Park 
Conservatory - selects vendors and theme, secures 
sponsorships, and more

Darien & Cas gala@opalga.org

Scholarship Contacts the schools to promote the scholarships; 
evaluates the applications

James & 
Kelly

scholarship@ 
opalga.org

Nominating Sets the Membership dues and recruits potential 
Board members

To be elected 
in January

info@opalga.org



● Events Committee meets the Monday before third Wednesday Board Meetings at 
7PM via Zoom beginning Jan 13th (then Feb 17th)

● Gala Planning Committee meets second Wednesday of each month (with Jan 22 
at 7PM kick-off at Betty’s Pizza in Oak Park)

● Attend our restaurant outings to Yum Thai (Feb 3) and Cucina Paradiso on 
Tuesday, February 25

● Out at Bobby’s Happy Hour Event at Bobby’s Eastside, February 6th
● Playdates and July Picnic being scheduled for the Spring/Summer/Fall
● Volunteer - new this year at Beyond Hunger (Feb 22 AM) in addition to Greater 

Chicago Food Depository (April 5 PM) and the Township Backpack program
● Sign up for our upcoming blood drive on Saturday, March 29, 2025

Get Involved in 2025!
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Event Committee 
Planning Calendar and Coordination
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OPALGA+ Events Committee – 2025 
Planning Kick-Off Call
Monday, January 13 at 7 p.m. via Zoom

OPALGA+ Gala Committee - 2025 
Planning Kick-Off 
Wednesday, January 22 at Betty’s Pizza

OPALGA+ Outing - Yum Thai
Monday, February 3 at 6:30PM

OPALGA+ Event – Out at Bobby’s – 
Happy Hour Meetup
Thursday, February 6 – Details Coming

OPALGA+ Outing - Cucina Paradiso
Tuesday, February 25 at 6:30PM



● Bylaw Changes (Restated Bylaws)

○ Are you in favor of the Bylaw changes?

● Name Change to “Out with Purpose”

○ Are you in favor of the new name “Out with Purpose”?

Voting Results
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● What would you like to discuss?

Comments and Questions
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