
ANNUAL MEETING
JANUARY 21, 2024

In-Person in Forest Park
12 Noon
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● Welcome from 2023 Co-Chairs Cas Scaman 
● 2023 In Review Cas Scaman 
● Long-Term Award Presented to Ron Roman
● Service Commitment Award Presented to John Becvar
● 2024 Board Election Results Leah Textor, Nomination Committee Chair
● Financial Report Leah Textor, Treasurer
● Branded Store Erika Bachner
● Committee Reports John Becvar, Incoming Co-Chair 2024
● Break-Outs John, Cas/Dan and Leah/Erika
● Q&As
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● Co-Chairs Rylan Martin and Cas Scaman
● Past Co-Chair Kelly Soprych
● Officers John Becvar (Secretary) and Leah Textor (Treasurer)
● Board Members-at-Large

○ Kendall Alexander Betty Alzamora           
○ Steve Angus Erika Bachner
○ Wendy Cole        Bob Personett         
○ Ron Roman Tim Silver                    

Welcome from the 2023 Board!

Special thanks for their 

service on the Board to:

Kelly
Betty
Kendall
Ron
Rylan
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● Committee co-chairs and committee members

● Potluck hosts

● Volunteers at OPALGA+ Events including Donut Day, A Day in our Village, 
the Scholarship Gala, and more.

● Walked in one of the three OPRF village parades

● Participants in advocacy, educational and community service activities

Let’s All Thank Our Volunteers:
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● Had 45 different events throughout the year (Potlucks, Playdates, Outings 
to Restaurants, Theater, Bowling, Riverboats and more!)

● First year we marched in all three local parades (Memorial Day, Juneteenth 
and 4th of July)

● Beyond the Binary educational event was at capacity
● Awarded the most scholarship dollars ever - $40K
● Had the greatest sponsorship dollars ever - $21K
● Raised an incredible amount for future scholarships - $44K
● First time ever posted all Board meeting minutes to our website to create 

more transparency

What a Year 2023!
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● Sign up for our upcoming blood drive (date TBD in Feb/Mar 2024)
● Thrive w/Pride Age Options Focus Group for 60+ on January 23 at 11am 

via Zoom - Email Nina at www.ThriveWithPride.org
● Sign up on Facebook for restaurant outing to Encore! on January 31st

● Indicate your committee interest(s) on the form we passed out
● Write down your thoughts and questions on the paper and we’ll collect 

them at the end for Q&A session
● Participate in the breakout later today

Get Involved!
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We are happy to present this award to a long-term Board member, 
Ron Roman. Ron served 7+ years on the OPALGA+ Board from 
2012-2018 and again in 2022-2023. Ron led the Board as co-chair in 
2016-2017 and provides invaluable guidance to all Board members. 
Ron has been instrumental in the Social Committee and coordinating 
all the potlucks for the last 10 years. Ron and his husband, Doug 
Cotsamire, have even hosted potlucks at least 8 times in their home – 
including our most recent potluck in December 2023. Ron is an active 
and regular participant in most OPALGA+ events and usually leads 
OPALGA+’s Day in Our Village representation. Ron and Doug moved 
to Oak Park in 2008. Ron retired August 2021 after many years in 
Human Resource Management. He and Doug have been generous 
Scholarship Gala supporters.

Long-Term Service Award
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We are happy to present the Distinguished Service Award to John Becvar who also won 
this award last year. After joining the Board as Member At-Large in 2022, John served as 
Secretary in 2023 and was recently elected as Co-Chair for 2024. When one of our 
co-chairs stepped down in 2023, John doubled his volunteer hours to help fill the gap and 
spent about 10 hours/week on OPALGA+ activities. Since becoming co-chair of 
sponsorships, we have raised more sponsorship donations for the scholarship fund than in 
any prior year. He secured our coverage on CBS2 Chicago about our scholarships. He 
coordinated all the 2023 restaurant, bowling, theater and riverboat outings. He’s the one 
sending out the newsletters, updating the website, maintaining our member database and 
Facebook/Meetup/Twitter accounts. He volunteered all day at Oak Park’s A Day in Our 
Village and co-led OPALGA+’s participation in all three 2023 parades and the Township 
backpack program. He represented the group at both Chicago Food Depository volunteer 
days and sold donuts on Donut Day. We also need to thank him for all the logistics 
planning for the 2023 Annual Meeting and the 2023 Scholarship Gala.

Distinguished Service Award
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● Co-Chairs John Becvar and Cas Scaman
● Officers Wendy Cole (Secretary) and Leah Textor (Treasurer)
● Board Members-at-Large

○ Steve Angus Erika Bachner              
○ Kelly Devlin Jayne Furlong
○ Dan Hanna Bob Personett              
○ Tim Silver

● Ex-officio past co-chair Rylan Martin

Introducing the 2024 Board!

Welcome to:
Kelly
Jayne
Dan
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Financial Report
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Financial Report
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OPALGA+ Branded Store
https://opalga.myshopify.com/ 

For a limited time only!

Prints on demand!

Many more items!
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Join Our Committees

● Advocacy - Discuss opportunities to organize and support causes and other organizations 

● Communications - Create copy for our monthly newsletters, edit the quarterly print pieces

● Community Service - Volunteer at our events including Food Depository, Donut Day, Day in Our

Village, Township Backpack Program and more

● Education - Plan and organize quarterly events such as 2023’s Beyond the Binary

● Gala Planning  - Plan the October 19th Annual Scholarship Gala, select vendors, theme, 

secure sponsorships and more

● Membership - Gather feedback and expand our demographic reach to all of community

● Scholarship - Contact the schools to promote the scholarships; evaluate the applications

● Social - Plan and organize 30+ events - Potlucks, Playdates, Restaurant Outings, etc.
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Community Advocacy Team

● A collaborative partnership with Unity Temple’s LGBTQ+ Gender and Reproductive Justice Team, 
with participants from local organizations

● Begin a conversation in our community about what Advocacy means to us… 
…in the context of LGBTQ, Reproductive, and interconnected Social Justice issues

● Monthly meetings: 
○ Opportunities to engage in advocacy efforts led by organizations we have relationships with 

(Equality Illinois, Indivisible Chicago, Taskforce, and others!)
○ Create new opportunities for our own Advocacy efforts
○ Create Rapid Response channels
○ Safety Marshal and Rally Participation training

● Next meeting: Monday, Jan 29, 7PM, Unity Temple Community Center
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● 2022, 2023 and 2024 Co-Chairs: John Becvar and Wendy Cole
● Twice monthly e-newsletter, up-to-date website, social media and quarterly print pieces
● Encourage your friends to contact newsletter@opalga.org to make sure their information is 

up-to-date in our database.

Communications Report

Jan 2019 Jan 2020 Jan 2021 Jan 2022 Jan 2023 Jan 2024

Paid HH Members 147 121 134 137 157

Permission Email 645 646 650 650 1031 1263

USPS Mailing List 800 800 850 979

FB Page Followers 467 1000 1321 1449

Facebook Group 640 701 776

Meetup Group 412 467 544

X (formerly Twitter) 0 0 0 0 10 12
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● 2023 was the first year we participated in the Wednesday’s Journal “Season of Giving” 
campaign. We had a “Thank You” ad, a story featuring the scholarship winners and a 
dedicated email encouraging donations to our organization.

Communications: Seasons of Giving
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Gala Planning
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Gala Satisfaction
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● Thank 2023 Co-Chairs: Greg Raub and James Wallace
● Introduce 2024 Co-Chairs: Kelly Devlin and James Wallace
● Scholarship application deadline for 2024 is February 15, 2024
● Plan to award eight $5,000 scholarships 
● Scholarships awarded directly to the institution on behalf of the recipient
● Need your help in spreading the word to high school seniors to apply!
● Donate at any time at: https://opalga.org/donate/ 

Scholarship Report
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Scholarship Coverage on CBS2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSbAIrkeJp4 
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Scholars - Let’s Meet Them

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQHopx269G4 
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Committee Planning Calendar
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● Education/Advocacy - Leah, Erika and Betty
● Member Engagement - Dan and Cas
● Community Service/Social - John and Ron

Break Out Sessions - 10 Minutes

● What past events did you really enjoy?
● What would you like to see us offer in 2024?
● Do you have any interest in helping us organize them?
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● What would you like to discuss?

Comments and Questions
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