
YEARINREVIEW2021
Another pandemic year for the OPALGA+ community! Once the 2021 vaccines and booster shots 
became available, a number of us braved to venture out, eager to remain connected with our families 
and friends. OPALGA+ offered a number of live gatherings in 2021 and plans to do so again in the 
coming year. We hope you will join us as you feel safe and comfortable.

In January, we hosted a virtual annual meeting that was well-organized and attended. 
Thank you to organizers Kendall Alexander, Kelly Soprych and Brian Bollenbacher, and the 
Happy Apple for providing delicious quiches! February and March featured three outdoor 
house walks in Oak Park and Berwyn, organized by Treasurer Tom Gull. Both walks were 
well-attended with 10-20 people. In April and May, social committee chair Kelly Soprych 

hosted a backyard get together, movie night featuring “The Rocky Horror Picture Show” and a women’s 
potluck.

In June we sold donuts for Donut Day at Pilgrim Church and the Oak Park 
Farmers Market with the help of many volunteers. For Pride month in June, 
several members participated in Bungalo’s Pride Ride. We placed a full-page 
color “selfie” ad in the Wednesday Journal for the 2021 Pride pull-out edition.

In July we hosted a Pride Ice Cream Social in Scoville Park, and also organized 
a murder mystery scavenger hunt in Chicago. Bob and Alan hosted a wonderful 
potluck in August at their home in Chicago, and Kelly hoted a family fun tie-dye 
event.

Our annual Scholarship Gala on October 23rd raised over $25K for student scholarships, and we 
received great press from the Wednesday Journal in a lengthy article in November. We capped off the 
year with a holiday potluck in December at Ron & Doug’s beautiful historic home in Oak Park.

The OPALGA+ board is pleased to announce Rylan Martin as the new Co-chair with Alisa. We welcome
new members Betty Alzamora, Wendy Cole, John Becvar, and returning member Ron Roman. Thank you 
to Jim Gibson who served as Co-Chair for the past two years, and to Kendall Alexander for her tireless 
work on the board. We will continue to work very hard this year to keep connected to one another and 
our community, with a focus on fun and impact. We know better times together are just around the  
corner.

In service and gratitude,

In service and gratitude,
Board Co-Chairs
Alisa Ray and Rylan Martin



2021 Memories
OPALGA+ members enjoyed a lively year of safe gatherings in spite of the pandemic. We hope to 
see you around in 2022.  Email info@opalga.org with your ideas on other outdoor activities you 
would like to lead or join. 



2021 Student Scholarship Recipients

Audrey Borden  . . . . . . . .        North Park University

Mallory Coakley  . . . . . . .       North Park University

Jakarri Cobbins  . . . . . . .       Northern Illinois University

Madeleine Snyder . . . . .     Columbia College Chicago

Pete Emiliano . . . . . . . . . .          Triton College

Michelle Gonzalez . . . . .     North Park University

Marcell Moore . . . . . . . . .         Columbia College Chicago

Anthony Sanchez . . . . . .      University of Michigan

Ana Shack . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Illinois Institute of Technology

Jorden Smith . . . . . . . . . .          Columbia College Chicago

Angelica Vale . . . . . . . . . .          Concordia University

Thank you to our 2021 Gala Sponsors
Age Options
Kendall Alexander, Attorney
Ameriprise/Tim Silver
Anfora Wine Merchants
Autobarn Volvo of Oak Park
Behind the Times Antiques/ 
     Garnet Fay
Beyond Hunger
Byline Bank
Careful Peach Boutique
Core Center of Cook County 
     Hospital
Cucina Paradiso
Edgebrook Community Church
Edward Jones / Dwight N Atchley 
Euclid Avenue United Methodist
FastFrame by Wallace Gilmour’s
Forest Park Bank

Grateful Threads Reseale 
      Emporium
Senator Don Harmon
Hephzibah Children’s Association
James Anthony Salon
Jerusalem Café
Peter B Kennedy & Company 
     Funeral Directors
Kettlestrings Tavern
Khyber Pass
Krenek’s Antiques
Lakeside Pride Music Ensembles
Oak Park Bank
Oak Park Jewelers
PFLAG
Poor Phil’s
Prairie State Animal Hospital
Rush Oak Park

Rustico
Sandra Ross Salon
Silverland Bakery
The Book Table
The Little Gem Café
The Tennis and Fitness Centre
Unity Temple Unitarian 
     Universalist Congregation
Victory Italian
Village of Oak Park
Village of River Forest
We Three Antiques
State Representative Chris Welch
Westgate Flowers
Yearbook Studios



Thank you to our 2021 Scholarship Donors

Jill Allread & Pam Freese
Maria Alzamora
Rich Barker & Scott Renn
Brad Bartels & Joe Langley
Julia Bassett
John Becvar & Jim Walsh
John Blanchard
Glenn & Karen Brewer
Jane Browne & Celeste Rue
Susan Buchanan
Sarah Buerger
Jennifer Pikowski & 
      Amy Cavanaugh
Gerald Cholewa & Ronald Klimek
Ron Roman & Doug Cotsamire
Patrick Curtin & Armand Iaia
Chibuike Enyia
Kathleen Lojas & Jeni Fabian
David Kelm & Garnet Fay
Robert Fischer
Ronald Friedman
Steve Angus & Jim Gibson
Joe Gonzales
Jan Grillos & Chuck Sharenberg
Brian Hance   
Steve Haught & Bob Stoner
John Hedges   
Jon Hockman
Robert Personett & 
      Alan Hommerding
Richard Hoskins
Darlene Hug
Cat Cornell & Rex Huppke
James & Barbara Javorcic
Sandy Jefferson   

Lynda Jerit
Daniel Johnson & David Stephens 
Ray Johnson
Willis & Shirley Johnson
Nancy & Jimmie Johnson
Larry Justice & Paul Weller
Bekah Levin & Sophie Kaluziak
Terrence Keleher
Bruce Broerman & James Kelly
Ted Korbos   
Philip & Kate Kroker   
Dirk Labuschagne
Steven & Susan Larson
Steve & Sue Larson
Aoife Lee & Kim Sangster
Sally Lemke & Charlie Lemke-Bell
Joe  Lepkowski   
Nathan Linsk & Steve Berman
Colette Lueck & Marge Epstein
Carrie Lydon
Michelle & Greg Major
Jeanette Mancusi   
Jane McClelland   
Kevin McCrory
Dennis F McGrath
Bill Merrill   
Martha Moylan
Gina Mullet
Mary Nelson & Anne Koerber
Victoria O’Connor 
Karen Osborne
Mark Pepp   
Mary Pierce
Denise Poloyac
Dennis Pomerleau   

Teresa Powell   
Carolyn Rafferty
Greg Raub & Steve Krol
Alisa Ray & Kathy Ortino
Kevin Richards
Mony Ruiz-Velasco
Rush Oak Park
Thomas Sanders & Michael Smith
Kim Sangster
Vicki Scaman   
Judie Sell
Lynda & Paul Shadrake
Patrick Shannon
Debra Shore   
Ryan Eikmeier & Timothy Silver
Sandra & David Sokol
Kelly Soprych
Dorota & Paul Stephanides   
Amy & Steven Strauss   
Leah & Lindsey Textor
Robert Trezevant   
Keana Tucker
Rhonda Tullis 
Rick Wagner & John Sahli  
Rylan Martin & James Wallace
Elighie Wilson   
Roger Wilson & Robert Shirreffs

2021 Live Auction Donors
Tim Flesch & Tom Gull
Ron Roman &  Doug Cotsamire
Careful Peach Boutique

Irene Lueck, Jan Hannigan, Linda Knutson 
Bonnie Bauler (2019), Hugh Halverstadt (2020)



Speaker of the Illinois
House of Representatives
District Office
10055 Roosevelt Road, Suite E
Westchester, IL 60154
(708) 450-1000
www.emanuelchriswelch.com

Senator Don Harmon
Illinois Senate President – 39th District

6941-B W. North Avenue
Oak Park, Illinois 60302
708-848-2002
Don@donharmon.org

Rush proudly supports OPALGA+

Rush Oak Park Hospital:
www.rush.edu/locations/rush-oak-park-hospital
Affirm: the Rush Center for Gender, 
Sexuality and Reproductive Health
https://www.rush.edu/services/affirming-care

Community bank with branches in Oak Park, River 
Forest, Elmwood Park, Berwyn, and more. Proudly 
supporting the LGBTQ community. 

www.bylinebank.com

Village of River Forest

Proudly serving thousands of satisfied customers in the 
Oak Park and Chicago area for nearly a century.

www.westgateflowers.com
841 S Oak Park Ave, Oak Park, IL 60304

708-386-0072

Kendall Alexander
Attorney & Counselor at Law

Estate plans for every need.
Private consultation at your
home or office.

312.504.6557

KA@AlexanderAttorney.com
www.AlexanderAttorney.com

Thank you to our 2021 Gala Sustaining Sponsors



Thank you to our 2021 Gala Sustaining Sponsors



Mark Your 2022 Calendars!

Thank you Members
Thank you to all who renewed, rejoined or joined 
OPALGA+ for the first time for 2021. Membership 
information is available at www.opalga.org. Join us!

Connect on Facebook 
Be sure to Like us on our Facebook pages OPALGA+ 
and Oak Park Area Lesbian and Gay Association+ as 
our events for the year unfold. 

Your 2022 OPALGA+ Board
CO-CHAIRS ALISA RAY AND RYLAN MARTIN

TOP ROW (L to R):  Betty Alzamora, Wendy Cole, John Becvar, Ron Roman
ROW 2 (L to R): Kelly Soprych, Rylan Martin, Tim Silver, Greg Raub

ROW 3 (L to R): Tom Gull, Jim Gibson, Alisa Ray, Anthony Didato
BOTTOM ROW: Steve Angus

Thank you to our 
2021 Gala Sustaining 
Sponsors

MARCH ARCHITECTURAL WALK  MAY SERVICE DAY AT CHICAGO FARM LAB  / MEMORIAL DAY 
PARADE JUNE A DAY IN OUR VILLAGE / DONUT DAYS JULY 4TH OF JULY PARADE



P.O. Box 1460 / Oak Park, IL 60304
www.opalga.org




