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YEARINREVIEW?&

In a year like no other, our OPALGA+ community managed to remain connected, impactful, and
managed to have some fun albeit, socially distanced, as we endured this pandemic.

While the potlucks stopped after January and in-person events after March, we were resourceful and
determined to stay in contact. We sustained our friendships through virtual and socially distanced
social activities.

We maintained a presence with outreach and volunteer activities by continuing our workdays

at the Greater Chicago Food Depository. While we did not feel it was safe to participate in Donut Days
in May, we are organizing and intend to be present this year in the scaled-back operation.

Regarding the Gala, we pivoted and created a virtual event! A committee worked hard to maintain the
excitement and fun of past events, but most importantly, we upheld our commitment to the LGBTQ+
youth community with donations of $22,000 to the OPALGA+ Scholarship Fund. Since its inception,
this program has grown in the number of schools represented and awards given to 41 students
totaling $90,000. That is real impact!

At our virtual Annual Meeting in January 2021, attendees were treated to a gift bag with their selection
of a breakfast quiche, scones, a sparkling beverage, and an OPALGA+ t-shirt and calendar. During the
meeting we were excited to award the Carol Zientek Distinguished Service Award to Kelly Soprych
for her continuing service and commitment to OPALGA+, and the Bryan Findlay Award to John
Brancel for his outstanding and long term commitment to OPALGA+ and the Oak Park Area LGBTQ+
community. Congratulations to both our awardees.

We wanted to try to check-in on how people were feeling and allow some sharing. That is hard to do
via Zoom, but we did some “polling.” When asked about what activities you were missing the most from
OPALGA+, we learned that potlucks and being in-person at the Gala were the at the top of the list.
When asked what has helped you feel connected to OPALGA+ in 2020, the eblasts and emails along
with other social media and the website were the most useful in staying connected.

Your board will continue to work very hard this year to keep us connected to each other and our
community, with a focus on fun and impact. We know better times together are just around the corner.

In service and gratitude,
Board Co-Chairs
Alisa Ray and Jim Gibson



Flag Project

To celebrate Pride Month, OPALGA+ conducted a flag “census” as 2020 was a census year for the
United States. Thirty volunteers canvased Oak Park, River Forest, Forest Park and Galewood and
photographed over 225 flags. To share our pride, we placed an ad in the local paper.

How many flags will we find this year?
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IN'LOVING Alan Amato, Barry Greenwald, Robert Griefnow,
Gloria Harrington, Joanne Trapani,




2020 Events

A mainstay of our social events for the past 31 years has been our bountiful potlucks. For 2020, we were
able to have just two, but the Social Committee Chair quickly shifted our monthly gatherings to virtual
parties. Thank you to all who joined us, shared their cocktail recipes and kept us connected.

To provide safe outdoor gatherings, several members offered bike tours and a fall pumpkin carving.
Email info@opalga.org with your ideas on other outdoor activities you would like to lead or join.

PUMPKIN CARVING

BIKE RIDES

2021: MONTHLY WALK & TALK -- A 2-3-MILE
MASKED WALK EXPLORING HISTORIC OAK PARK

What's ahead for 2021?

Potlucks? Maybe ® Zoom Meetups—-yes! ® Memorial Day parade? @ Day inour Village?
Donut Days —for sure! ® Service Days - yes, with safety protocols @ 4th of July Parade?
GALA - October 23, 2021
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Thank you to everyone
who attended the 2020
VIRTUAL Scholarship

‘ Gala!
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Thank you to our 2020 Scholarship Donors

Robert Acevedo

Kendall Alexander and Robert Baker
Steve Angus and Jim Gibson

Ann and Gene Armstrong

Michelle Baladad

Rich Barker and Scott Renn

Brad Bartels and Joe Langley
Nathan Linsk and Steve Berman
Brian Bollenbacher

Trenace Ford and Marcia Borders
Bruce Broerman and Jim Kelly
Jane Browne and Celeste Rue
Jennifer Burns

Ron Roman and Doug Cotsamire
Armand laia and Patrick Curtin
Susie Donohue

Tim Silver and Ryan Eikmeier

John Gordon

Marjorie Greenwald

Jan Grillos and Chuck Scharenberg

Scott Haldeman and Richard McCarron

Nan Hammond
Brian Hance
Steve Haught and Bob Stoner

Alan Hommerding and Bob Personett
Daniel Johnson and David Stephens
Nancy and Jimmie Johnson

Ray Johnson

Susan Jones

Jeffrey Kliment

Anne Koerber and Mary Nelson
Steve Krol and Greg Raub

Steve and Sue Larson

Sally Lemke and Charlie Lemke-Bell
Joseph Lepkowski

Colette Lueck and Marge Epstein
Irene Lueck

Jeanette Mancusi

Mark Maroney

Rylan Martin and James Wallace
Dennis McGrath

Gwendolyn Meadows

Scot O'Hara

Alisa Ray and Kathy Ortino

Karen Osborne

Nancy Ostrowski

Cara and Wayne Pavlicek

Sandi Radtke

Carolyn Rafferty

Krishna Ramachanran
Robert Reed

Rick Wagner and John Sahli
Barbara Schechtman

Kate and Paul Seavey

Paul and Lynda Shadrake
Roger Wilson and Robert Shirreffs
Debra Shore

Kelly Soprych

Gene Stall

Cheryl Stede

Linda Stephens

Amy & Steven Strauss
Marion and Jayson Strode
Nadine Thompson

Lance Tines

Robert Trezevant

Rhonda Tullis

Julie Vazquez

Lou Vitacco

Brandon Watson

Darrell Wilson

Thank you to our 2020 Gala Sponsors

Sustaining Sponsors

Kendall Alexander, Attorney

Ameriprise/Tim Silver

Byline Bank

E. Garnet Fay, Attorney

Forest Park Bank

Friends of Don Harmon
for State Senate

Right at Home

Rush Hospital

Village of River Forest

Rep. Chris Welch

Westgate Flowers

Your CBD Store

Sponsors

Age Options

Anfora Wine Merchants

Autobarn Volvo of Oak Park

Patrick Curtin, Celebrant

Euclid Avenue United Methodist
Peter B Kennedy & Company Funeral
Directors

Oak Park Jewelers

River Forest Animal Hospital

Supporters

The Book Table

Cucina Paradiso

FastFrame by Wallace Gilmour's
Hephzibah Children's Association
Jerusalem Café

The Little Gem Café

Khyber Pass

People's Printing

Sandra Ross Salon



Thank you to our 2020 Gala Sustaining Sponsors

Your one-of-a-kind life deserves a
one-of-a-kind financial plan.

Tim Silver, Financial Advisor
5 Jensen & Associates
i < A private wealth advisory practice of

\ Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC
k 312.546.6070

y 303 East Wacker Dr, Ste 1575
, Chicago, IL 60601 %
timothy.silver@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/ Amerlpglse )
team/jensen-associates indncia
Investment advisory products and services are made available
through Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC, a registered
investment adviser. © 2021 Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

Enriching Communities Find Innovative & Wholesome

through: CDB Products - Made in the USA
Cutting edge CBD only at:
producty a

Local- Pavtnershipy
Education &

Tinctures, Topicals, Edibles, Beauty Products,
Pet Treats and more.

Visit us online at: YCBD.ME/OAKPARK
139 S. Oak Park Avenue « Oak Park
Find us on Facebook, Instagram
or give us a call at: 708-785-4833

icial/
rkiL/ @

SUN@MED

‘TOPICAL CREAM

nnnnn 12670 Facebook.com/YourCBDStoreO:

om,

endall Kendall Alexander
K nlexander Attorney & Counselor at Law

Estate plans for every need.
Private consultation at your
home or office.

312.504.6557

KA@AlexanderAttorney.com
www.AlexanderAttorney.com

Speaker of the lllinois
Eman ue Ch ”S House of Representatives

District Office
10055 Roosevelt Road, Suite E
Westchester, IL 60154

7th District (708) 450-1000

STATE REPRESENTATIVE www.emanuelchriswelch.com

Senator Don Harmon

lllinois Senate President — 39th District

6941-B W. North Avenue
Oak Park, lllinois 60302
708-848-2002
Don@donharmon.org

U RUSH

Rush proudly supports OPALGA+

Rush Oak Park Hospital:
www.rush.edu/locations/rush-oak-park-hospital

Affirm: the Rush Center for Gender,
Sexuality and Reproductive Health
https://www.rush.edu/services/affirming-care

Byline Bank-

Community bank with branches in Oak Park, River
Forest, EImwood Park, Berwyn, and more. Proudly
supporting the LGBTQ community.

www.bylinebank.com

E. Garnet Fay

Attorney at Law

efay@sbcglobal.net
Cell Phone: 312-427-4540

Probate, Wills, Trusts, Elder Care, Guardianships
and Real Estate. We make house calls!




Thank you to our 2020 Gala Sustaining Sponsors

Fllght
FOREST PARK BANK
l Home
In Home Care & Assistance
Serving the community since first opening
our doors in May of 1943. Personal Banking. Quality home care for seniors in Oak Park, Hinsdale,
Business Banking. Loans and Mortgages. Chicago, and the surrounding areas.
forestparkbank.com www.rightathome.net/oak-park-chicago
708.222.2800

11! RIVER FOREST

'.lfilllf'Jl‘lfl l,J'.lr‘.IfJf

Proudly serving thousands of satisfied customers in the
Oak Park and Chicago area for nearly a century.

Village of River Forest

-

opailga+

www.westgateflowers.com
841 S Oak Park Ave, Oak Park, IL 60304
708-386-0072

2020
VIRTUAL
SCHOLARSHIP

Founders Award Recipients

During the virtual Scholarship Gala, the Founders Award in Memory of Mel Wilson was presented to two individuals
and one organization. Congratulations, and thank you for your support of not only OPALGA+ but the entire
LGBTQ+ community.

Nathan Linsk
Tom Javorcic

Oak Park-River Forest Museum



Thank you Members

Thank you to all who renewed, rejoined or joined
OPALGA+ for the first time for 2021. Membership
information is available at www.opalga.org. Join us!

Support PFLAG

Our local PFLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays) launched a fundraiser in December selling pride-
themed facemasks. Thanks to all who supported this
effort. You can order masks through February 28 at:
https://co-protectglobal.com/collections/pflag

Be sure to use the promo code “PFLAG-OAKPARK"

at the check out.

Connect on Facebook (3

Be sure to Like us on our Facebook pages OPALGA+
and Oak Park Area Lesbian and Gay Association+ as
our events for the year unfold.

Mark Your 2021
Calendars!

Potlucks? Maybe
Zoom Meetups - yes!
Service Days - yes, with safety protocols

MAY 31.......... Memorial Day parade?
JUNEG............ Day in our Village?
JUNE............... Donut Days —for sure!
JULY4....... 4th of July Parade — perhaps

OCT. 23.......... Scholarship Gala
(Live or Virtual, we'll see!)

OPALGA-+
BOARD

Your 2021 OPALGA+ Board

CO-CHAIRS ALISA RAY AND JIM GIBSON

TOP ROW (L to R) Anthony Didato, Jan Grillos, Steve Angus, Rylan Martin

MIDDLE ROW (L to R) Kelly Soprych, Kendall Alexander, Tim Silver, Greg Raub

BOTTOM ROW (L to R) Tom Gull, Jim Gibson, Co-Chair, Alisa Ray, Co-Chair



