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YEARINREVIEW2019
In 2019, OPALGA celebrated 30 years of making a difference in the lives of LGBTQ+ individuals and we 
changed our name to be more inclusive. Just as in the past when an A was added in the middle to expand 
from Oak Park to Oak Park AREA, this year we expanded our inclusiveness by adding a + at the end. We are 
now OPALGA+. Lesbian and Gay alone doesn’t cut it any more. Not only do we recognize our straight allies, but 
there are those who are non-gender conforming and whose expression of their true selves goes beyond those 
now old-fashioned terms. Our community has expanded and our name change reflects that.

At the Annual Meeting in January of 2019 we asked participants to tell us what they would like to see  
happen with our organization. Expanded social activities was raised by a lot of folks. So we formed a  
Social Committee and have added more events like movie nights, spoken word performances, parades, a  
book club, a wine tasting, and of course we gather monthly at a member’s home for the best potlucks in the 
area.

Our outreach and volunteer activities have continued with work days at the Greater Chicago Food  
Depository, making donuts at the Farmer’s Market, presence at the first-ever Forest Park pride fest, and a  
real biggie this year, an exhibit at the OPRF Museum that lets the community know about our 30-year history 
with emphasis on what was accomplished in the first decade. We also presented an education panel on  
Transgender Issues at the Oak Park Public Library.

And finally, we must highlight what we consider our primary offering to the LGBTQ+ community of the new 
generation. Our scholarship program has grown in interest, number of schools involved, and very importantly, 
the amount of money awarded in 2019 was $20,000! 
 
All of this is made possible by a Board that works very hard for you, our community of queers and allies, and 
by the fundraising we do each year at the OPALGA+ GALA, which this year will be on October 24 at the 
Nineteenth Century Club.

			    
			   Keep reading – there’s lots of interesting stuff on the pages that follow.

Board Co-Chairs 
Roger Wilson & Alisa Ray

In Memoriam: 
Jim Aull, Chuck Plimmer and Tim Quinn



Transgender Education Panel
In September, the OPALGA+ Education  
Committee hosted a Transgender Education Panel 
at the Oak Park Public Library.

Three individuals who transitioned from male to  
female shared their journeys, shared how they  
struggled with their identities for decades before 
coming out as transgender women. Each of them 
voiced their regret over the years they lived not  
being “themselves.” They said they hoped their  
stories would help to encourage transgender  
people and their families with the transitioning  
process.

The idea for the transgender panel originated last year, when Kendall Alexander, chair of OPALGA+’s  
Education Committee, attended a legal education class where a transgender attorney came and  
explained pronoun usage, proper terms and a lot of other facets she wasn’t familiar with. That’s when it  
hit her. “I realized that everybody should know this stuff,” said Alexander, an attorney herself. “I think like  
everything else, when you don’t know something, that’s where the fear comes from, so in my mind  
it’s super important for people to have just even a basic understanding of what it means to be and  
feel transgender.”

Annual Meeting Awards
Carol Zientek Awards
At our annual meeting in January, the Carol Zientek 
Awards were presented to Kendall Alexander, Jan 
Grillos and Steve Angus for their extraordinary  
contributions to OPALGA+ in 2019. Kendall was  
recognized for her work in organizing the  
Transgender Panel, Jan Grillos for his work on  
the scholarship committee and Steve Angus for  
his coordination of 47 OPALGA+ volunteer donuts 
makers at the Oak Park Farmer’s Market.  
The Bryan Findlay Award for Long Term  
Commitment was awarded to Nancy and Jimmie 
Johnson, for their commitment to PFLAG.



New exhibit looks back on 
30 years of OPALGA
Proud Oak Parkers: OPALGA at 30:  
Exhibit at the Oak Park River Forest Museum 
Runs through February 29

MUSEUM HOURS:  WED-SAT -  11am-4pm

SPECIAL TOURS BY APPOINTMENT 
129 LAKE ST., OAK PARK

In its first year of existence in 1989, the Oak Park Area 
Lesbian and Gay Association spurred the village board to 
amend the Oak Park Human Rights Ordinance to include a 
ban on discrimination in housing, employment and public 
accommodation based on sexual orientation. And in the 
1990s, OPALGA successfully pushed for Oak Park village 
officials to establish a Domestic Partnership Ordinance and 
later a Domestic Partnership Registry.  Advocacy for marriage 
equality continued until 2011 when Illinois allowed for civil 
unions and then through 2013 when same sex marriage 
legislation was passed.

OPRF Museum was gifted with the organizational records 
of OPALGA in 2014, which includes memorabilia, photos 
and other archival material that help tell this story. The 
exhibit examines OPALGA’s impact in the community and 
offers context on the national struggle for rights for all  
regardless of a person’s sexual orientation.

Mission
To promote full equality for and positive attitudes  
toward the LGBTQ+ community. To provide a positive  
community family for our members through social  
activities, civic engagement, and community activism.



OPALGA+ 2019 
Scholarship Gala
30 years:  our pearl  
anniversary

Over 230 guests celebrated the 30th anniversary 
of OPALGA+ at the 19th Century Club in October.  
Guests enjoyed passed appetizers, an amazing  
silent auction, dinner, and dancing.  We were 
thrilled to have a quartet of Oak Park River Forest 
High School students provide music during the 
cocktail hour.  Many had fun creating their own 
“flipbooks” while others had fun with the  
photobooth.  Following dinner, three of our 2019  
scholarship awardees addressed those gathered, 
highlighting the impact of receiving the  
scholarship.  Following the awardees statements, 
attendees were asked to raise their bid paddles  
in support of the scholarship fund. Guests  
donated nearly $25,000 to the scholarship fund.

SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE
The goal in 2019 was to award 5 students with 
$3,000 scholarships each.   Due to the  
impressive applications that were submitted, 
the OPALGA+ Board added an additional five 
$1,000 scholarships.  With the 2019 awards,  
31 college-bound students have been awarded 
$61,000 in scholarships.   In 2019, the scholarship 
committee expanded the program by forming a 
scholarship Alumni group led by board member 
Brian Bollenbacher. 

The purpose of OPALGA+ Scholars is to serve, 
provide support, communicate and engage with 
the current and past OPALGA+ Scholars, fostering 
long-term relationships between the organization 
and its scholarship recipients.



Thank you to our 2019 Gala Sponsors

Amerika’s 
Autobarn Volvo of Oak Park
Best Western Hawthorne Terrace
Brian Bollenbacher
Cajun Boil
Careful Peach
The Carleton Hotel
Centuries and Sleuths
Delia’s Kitchen
Doug Cotsamire & Ron Roman
Eastgate Café
Fantastic Sam’s
FastFrame by Wallace Gilmour’s
Fitness Formula Clubs
Fitzgerald’s Stationery
Flourish
George’s Restaurant

Geppeto’s Toy Box
The Good Earth
Grateful Threads
Tom Gull & Tim Flesch
The Happy Apple Pie Shop
Hemmingway’s Bistro
The Heritage
Jayne Boutique
The Junction Diner
Knit Nirvana
The Little Gem Café
Colette Lueck & Marge Epstein
Maya del Sol
Mulata Kitchen
Oak Park Brewing
Oak Park Natural Pet & Fish
Olive & Well

One Lake Brewing
Only She
Performance Massage Therapy
Alisa Ray & Kathy Ortino
Roland’s Jewelers
Scratch “N Sniff
Kelly Soprych
Sugar Beet Co-op
Ten Thousand Villages
The Tennis & Fitness Centre
Todd & Holland
Twisted Cookie
Winberie’s Restaurant

AgeOptions
Autobarn Volvo of Oak Park
Kendall Alexander, Attorney
Beyond Hunger
The Book Table
Byline Bank
Classic Cinemas Lake Theatre
Cucina Paradiso
Patrick Curtin, Celebrant
Edward Jones - Dwight Atchley
Euclid Avenue United Methodist Church
Fastframe by Wallace Gilmour’s
Filoni
Forest Park National Bank
Grateful Threads Resale Emporium
Tom Gull & Tim Flesch
The Happy Apple Pie Shop 
Hephzibah Children’s Association
Jake’s Place Books
Jim Kelly & Bruce Broerman
Lakeside Pride Marching Ensembles
Joe Langley & Brad Bartels
The Little Gem Café
Colette Lueck, Roger Wilson & Alisa Ray
Nineteenth Century Charitable Association

Oak Park Festival Theater
Oak Park Jewelers
O’Brien, Hanrahan & Fay – E. Garnet Fay
Personalization House
Bob Personett and Alan Hommerding
PFLAG
Prairie State Animal Hospital
Re/Max - Joe Langley
Representative Chris Welch
Right at Home Hinsdale/Oak Park/Chicago
River Forest Animal Hospital
Rush Oak Park Hospital
Sandra Ross Salon
Senator Don Harmon
Judge Levander Smith, Jr.
Tan Travel
The Tennis and Fitness Centre
Trattoria 225
Tyson Foods
Unity Temple Unitarian Universalist Congregation
Village of Forest Park
Village of Oak Park
Village of River Forest
Wednesday Journal 
Yearbook Studios

Thank you to our 2019 Gala Auction Donors



Community Service, 
Parade and Potlucks
OPALGA+ has fun no matter what we do.  

In 2019, Michael Rosanova organized 
our quarterly participation at the Greater 
Chicago Food Depository.  The crowds 
at the River Forest Memorial Day and 
Oak Park 4th of July Parades cheered 
on our marchers and the Lakeside Pride 
Marching Band as we distributed nearly 
10,000 pride flags. Thank you  
to Lee & David Neubecker and Kathy  
Ortino & Alisa Ray for hosting post-  
parade lunches! And lastly, who doesn’t 
love our potlucks? Thank you to our 
11 hosts this year and the hundreds  
who shared their cooking and shopping 
skills.  Special thanks to Kelly Soprych 
for hosting a Halloween-themed potluck.

Did you miss Drag Queen Bingo in 
February? Book Club in March, April, 
June, August? Any of the 4 volunteer 
days at the Greater Chicago Food  
Depository? Movie outings to see  
Rocketman or Judy? Teatro Zinzanni? 
Stars of the Lyric Opera at Millennium 
Park? Stay in the loop with our two  
Facebook pages: OPALGA+ (a closed 
group) and Oak Park Area Lesbian  
and Gay Association + (a public site).   
Also view our events on MeetUp at  
OPALGA+ Social Group.

 
SAVE THE DATE:  
GALA 2020 – October 24



Mark Your 2020 Calendars!

FEB 1 . . . . . . . . . . . .           GCFD Volunteer Day
FEB 7 . . . . . . . . . . . .           POTLUCK
MAR 13  . . . . . . . . .         POTLUCK
APR 10 . . . . . . . . . .          POTLUCK
MAY 8 . . . . . . . . . . .           POTLUCK
MAY 25 . . . . . . . . . .         Memorial Day Parade
JUNE 7 . . . . . . . . . .         A Day in our Village
JUNE 12  . . . . . . . .        POTLUCK
JULY 4  . . . . . . . . . .          4th of July Parade
JULY 10 . . . . . . . . .         POTLUCK
AUG 14 . . . . . . . . . .         POTLUCK
SEPT 11 . . . . . . . . .         POTLUCK
OCT 10 . . . . . . . . . .          POTLUCK
NOV 11  . . . . . . . . .          POTLUCK
DEC 11 . . . . . . . . . .         POTLUCK

Your 2020 OPALGA+ Board: 
CO-CHAIRS ALISA RAY AND JIM GIBSON

From Left to Right: Roger Wilson, 
Kendall Alexander, Brian Bollenbacher, 
Kelly Soprych, Bob Stelletello, 
Ada Morrera, Alisa Ray, Michael Rosanova, 
Rylan Martin, Jim Gibson and Greg Raub. 

Not pictured: Bob Personett and Tim Silver.

Like us on Facebook

NOW AVAILABLE!
The Oak Park Lesbian and Gay Association:
Stories From the History-Making First Decade

Available soon, this history book traces the founding 
and first decade of OPALGA+. Founding members 
share their stories in a fascinating narrative that 
chronicles OPALGA’s activities and groundbreaking 
accomplishments. Ordering information will be  
available soon at www.opalga.org.


